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The table below summarizes yearly results to date by water body.  Only two significant infestations remain – both on Cambridge’s Fresh Pond Reservation.  Total number of plants dropped by 62% in 2006, and total pounds harvested dropped by 59%. 

The number of plants rose slightly in Blair Pond, but this infestation was the oldest and densest originally,  so has many years of old seeds banked in the 8-10 feet of sediment in this pond.  Literature says seeds may sprout as long as 12-20 years after dropping, and large storm events we continue to have this decade have exposed older layers of sediment with additional well-preserved seeds.  Eventually, I hope to outlast this resource.  This is also the likely source for fluctuation in the Perch Pond/Little River numbers.
	Number of Water Chestnut Plants Removed from the Alewife Brook Subwatershed

	
										
			Year

	2000

	2001

	2002

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006


	Body of Water

								
										
	Alewife Brook

		14

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0


	Little Pond

		24

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0


	Little River and Perch Pond

	156

	23

	12

	2

	3

	7

	3


	Blair Pond 

		*10000

	31000

	1094

	264

	18

	8

	11


	Spy Pond

			*

	783

	1

	1

	1

	0

	0


	Yates Pond

		*

	*13

	12

	1

	4

	0

	0


	Blacks Nook

		*

	*

	*32000

	65600

	21400

	5300

	1892


	North Golf Pond

		*

	*

	*

	*

	16500

	3300

	1341


	South Golf Pond

		*

	*

	*

	*

	7

	7

	0


	Little Fresh Pond

		*

	*

	*

	*

	3

	1

	0


	* no harvest or partial harvest

							
	Total Pounds per Year

	12000

	800

	3300

	4000

	2000

	400

	165



	


Total weight of plants to date is 22,165 pounds.  I expect continued falling weights with all waters being completely harvested each year, so this total should never reach 23,000 pounds.  Two years remain on the second extension for my Cambridge Conservation Commission Order of Conditions, and I believe this might bring the project to a close.   Even so, continued monitoring will be necessary for years to come or someone will have to do this all again.

- Roger Frymire

